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Project Information Sheet

1.

Project Title

CEQALead Agency and Address

Contact and Phone Number

Project Applicant

Project Location

I OOAOOT 060 0AOAAI
Project Site General Plan
Designation

Project Site Zoning Designation

Surrounding Land Uses and
Setting

10. Description of Project

11. Selected Agencies whose Approval

is Required

Palm Crest Eementary School Modernization Project

La Cdiada Unified School District
4490 Cornishon Avenue
La Cdiada, CA 91011

Harold J. Pierre, P.E., Program Manager
(818) 952-8077

La CanadaUnified School District

5025 Palm Dive
La Cafiada Flintridge, CA 91011

APN5806-018-900

Public

Public/Semi-public (PS)

Low Density Residential development and
single-family homes are located to the north, acros:
Solliden Lane and Jessen Drive, to the south, to tl
east across Palm Drive and to the west. Additionally
Halls Canyon Channel and a detention pond ar
located to the west of the project site.

Theproposedproject involvesthe construction ofone

new two-story, approximately 23,184-square-foot

classroom building (comprised of two wings),

renovation of 18 existing classroomsconversion of
one classroom building to four specialty classrooms
demolition of the old District Office and garage:
removal of trees for construction of a newupper

parking lot; alteration/improvement to the existing

drop-off area;alteration/improvement to the existing
west parking lot; installation of temporary portable

classrooms for use during project construction; and
construction and extension ofsite utilities to new

classroom buildings improvement to landscaping
areas, and pedestrian walkways.

Agencies that will review the proposed project
include but are not limited to the following:

1 California Department of Education(CDE)z
School Facilities Planning Division
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12. Have California Native American
tribes traditionally and culturally
affiliated with the project area
requested consultation pursuant
to Public Resources Code
§21080.3.17 If so, has consultation
begun?

9 California Department of General Sefges 7
Division of State Architect (DSA)

1 Los Angeles County Fire Department
9 California GeologicaSurvey(CGS)

1 California Regional Water Quality Control
Board - Los Angeles

1 South Coast Air Quality Management District

1 Department of Toxic Substances Control
(DTSC)

The La Cafiada Unified Sawvl District has begun the
Assembly Bill 52 consultation process. The District
sentletters to seventribes on April 8, 2020, askingf

they wished to consult with the District. To date only
the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians Kizh Nation

responded to request consultation. A meeting
between the tribe and the District was held April 15,
2020. Information on past and planned construction
at the project site was requested by the tribe which
the District will provide, after which another meeting

will be scheduledif required or requested.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations

Acronym/Abbreviation Term
AB Assembly Bill
AB 939 Zero-waste program
ACMS) AsbestosContaining Materials)
ADA Americans with Disabilities Act
AlA Airport Influence Area
ALUCP Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan
ALU(s) Airport Land Use Commissiofs)
ALUP Airport Land Use Plan
amsl| above mean sea level
ANSI American National Standards Institute
APE Area of Potential Effect
AQMP Air Quality Management Plan
ARB California Air Resources Board
bgs below the ground surface
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BSA Biological Survey Area
CAAQS California Ambient Air Quality Standards
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CBC California Building Code
CCAA California Clean Air Act
CCR California Code of Regulations
CDE California Department of Education
CDFG California Department of Fish and Game
CDFW California Department of Fish and Wildlife
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CEC California Education Code
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Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
CERCLA Liability Act
CESA California Endangered Species Act
CFCs chlorofluorocarbons
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CGS California Geological Survey
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Acronym/Abbreviation Term

CHi methane

CHRIS California Historical Resources Information System
City City of La Cafada Flintridge

CNDDB California Natural Diversity Database
CNEL Community Noise Equivalent Level
CNPS California Native Plant Society

CcoO carbon monoxide

CQe CQ equivalent

CRPR California RarePlant Rank

CRHR California Register of Historical Resources
CWA Clean Water Act

dB decibel

dBA A-weighted decibel scale

District La Cafnada Unified School District

DOC California Department of Conservation
DPM Diesel particulate matter

DSA Division of State Architect

DTSC Department of Toxic Substances Control
EIR Environmental Impact Report

ESA Federal Endangered Species Act

ESA Environmental Site Assessment

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Area
FHSZ Fire Hazard Severity Zones

FIRM Flood Insurance Rate Map

FTA Federal Transit Administration

GHG greenhouse gas

GIS Geographic Information System

GPS Global Positioning Systems

GWP global warming potential

HCP Habitat Conservation Plan

HSC Health and Safety Code

Hz hertz

I- Interstate

IPaC Information, Planning and Conservation
IR Interpretation of Regulations

IS Initial Study

kWh Kilowatt-hours

Loo noise level that isexceeded 90 percent of the time at a given locatiorn
LACoFD Los Angeles County Fire Department
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LARWQCB Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board Region 4
LBP lead-based paint

LCID La Cafaddrrigation District

LCUSD La Canada Unified School Distt

Lan day-night average noise

LED Lighting-emitting diode

LID Low Impact Development

LOS level of service
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LRP Legally Responsible Person

LSTs localized significance thresholds

LUST leaking underground storage tank

M million

MBTA Migratory Bird Treaty Act

mgd million gallons per day
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MM(s) Mitigation Measure(s)

MMRP Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
MND Mitigated Negative Declaration

MRZ Mineral Resource Zone

MS4 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems permit
MtCQe million tonnes of CQe

MU Mixed use

MWD Metropolitan Water District

N2O nitrous oxide

NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards
NAHC Native American Heritage Commission
NCCP Natural Community Conservation Plan

ND Negative Declaration

NESHAP National Emissions Standards foHazardous Air Pollutants
NHD National Hydrography Dataset

NMFS National Marine Fisheries Service

NO nitric oxide

NG nitrogen dioxide

NOI Notice of Intent

\[@) nitrogen oxides

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service
NWI National Wetlands Inventory
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Acronym/Abbreviation Term

G ozone

OPR Office of Planning and Research

OPSC Office of Public School Construction

OSHA Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Pb Lead

PCBs polychlorinated biphenyls

PM particulate matter

PMio respirable particulates

PM. s fine particulate matter

PPV peak particle velocity

PRC Public Resources Code

PRDs Permit Registration Documents

Project Palm Crest Elementary School Modernization Project
PS Public/Semi-Public zoning designation

Qof Pleistocene aged older dissected surficial sediments
Qyf Quaternary Young Alluvial Fan Deposits
RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
RECs Recognized Environmental Conditions

RMS root mean square

ROG Reactive organic gases

RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board

SB Senate Bill

SCAB South Coast Air Basin

SCAG Southern California Association of Governments
SCAQMD South Coast Air Quality Management District
SCCIC Southern Central Coastal Information Center
SCE Southern California Edison

SCH State Clearinghouse

Sk sulfur hexafluoride

SIP California State Implementation Plan

SLF Sacred Lands File

SMARA Surface Mining and Reclamation Act

SMP Soil Management Plan

SQ sulfur dioxide

SoCalGas Southern California Gas Company

SR State Route

SRA State Responsibility Area

SRAs source receptor areas

SSC species of special concern

7046/Palm Crest ES ModernizatiorProject Pagex

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration July 2020




)) LA CANADA

X ACRONYMSAND ABBREVIATIONSX
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SWPPP Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
SWRCB State Water Resources Control Board

t tonnes

TAC toxic air contaminant

tCQe tonnes of CQe

TCRs tribal cultural resources

TMDLs Total Maximum Daily Loads

tonnes metric tons

UBC Uniform Building Code

UltraSystems UltraSystems Environmental Inc.

USDA United States Department of Agriculture
USEPA United States Environmental Protection Agency
USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service
USGS United States Geological Survey

VdB vibration decibels

VHFHSZ(s) very high fire hazard severity zones

VMT vehicle miles traveled

VOC volatile organic compound

WEAP Worker Environmental Awareness Program
WOS Waters of the State

WOUS Waters of the United States

WQMP Water Quality Management Plan

WRI World Resources Institute

WRCC Western Regional Climate Center

ybp yearsbefore present

zero dBA reference pressure level of 20 micropascals
8§ Section

°F degrees Fahrenheit
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Overview

This Initial Study (IS) was prepared by UltraSystems Environmental Inc. (UltraSystems) for the
La Carfiada Unified School District (District) to assess whether there may biginificant environmental
impacts from the proposed Palm Crest Elementary School Modernization Project (herein referred to
as project or proposed project). Based on the responses to the IS checklist questions, the District finds
that a Mitigated Negative [Bclaration (MND) is the appropriate level of CEQA environmental
documentation. This MND was prepared on the basis that either there was no substantial evidence
that there may be significant environmental impacts on specific environmental areas, or, if thewas

a potentially significant impact, feasible mitigation measure(s) have been identified that would avoid
or mitigate the potential impacts to a less than significant level.

1.2 Lead Agency

The District is the Lead Agency for this project pursuant to the Gfrnia Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) and implementing regulation$. The Lead Agency has the principal responsibility for
implementing and approving a project that may have a significant effect on the environment.

The purpose of an IS under 85063(c) of the CEQA Statute and Guidelines is to:

1 Provide the Lead Agency with information necessary to decide if an Environmental Impact
Report (EIR), Negative Declaration (ND), or MND should be prepared.

1 Enable a Lead Agency to modify a project to mitigate adee impacts before an EIR is
prepared, thereby enabling the project to qualify for a ND or MND.

1 Assist in the preparation of an EIR, if required, by focusing the EIR on adverse effects
determined to be significant, identifying the adverse effects determircenot to be significant,
explaining the reasons for determining that potentially significant adverse effects would not
be significant, and identifying whether a program EIR, or other process, can be used to
analyze adverse environmental effects of the preft.

9 Facilitate an environmental assessment early during project design.

1 Provide documentation in the ND or MND that a project would not have a significant effect
on the environment.

9 Eliminate unnecessary EIRs.

91 Determine if a previously prepared EIR coulde used for the project.
In cases where no potentially significant impacts are identified, the Lead Agency may issue an ND and
no mitigation measures would be needed. Where potentially significant impacts are identified, the

Lead Agency may determine thatitigation measures would adequately reduce these impacts to less
than significant levels. The Lead Agency would then prepare a MND for the proposed project. If the

1 Public Resources Code 881000 - 21177 and California Code of Regulations Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3.
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Lead Agency determines that individual or cumulative effects of the proposed project woutduse a
significant adverse environmental effect that cannot be mitigated to less than significant levels, then
the Lead Agency would require an EIR to further analyze these impacts.

1.3

Other Agencies

Other public agencies are provided the opportunity to revdw and comment on the IS/IMND. Each of
these agencies is described briefly below.

1

131

A Responsible Agency (14 CCR18381) is a public agency, other than the Lead Agency, that
has discretionary approval power over the project, such as permit issuance or plapgroval
authority.

A Trustee Agenc¥(14 CCR 85386) is a state agency having jurisdiction by law over natural
resources affected by a project that are held in trust for the people of the State of California.

Agencies with Jurisdiction by Law (14 CCR 15366) are any public agencies who have
authority (1) to grant a permit or other entitlement for use; (2)to provide funding for the
project in question; or (3) to exercise authority over resources which may be affected by the
project. Furthermore, a ciy or county will have jurisdiction by law with respect to a project
when the city or county having primary jurisdiction over the area involved is: (1}he site of
the project; (2) the area which the major environmental effects will occur; and/or (3)the
area in which reside those citizens most directly concerned by any such environmental
effects.

Requirements

CEQA Guidelines 85063(d) identifies the following specific contents of an IS.

)l
1

A description and the location of the project.

A description of the ervironmental setting.

An assessment of environmental effects by use of a checklist, matrix, or other method,
provided that entries on a checklist or other form are briefly explained to indicate that there
is some evidence to support the entries. The briefxplanation may be either through a
narrative or a reference to another information source such as an attached map, photographs,
or an earlier EIR or negative declaration. A reference to another document should include,
where appropriate, a citation to thepage or pages where the information is found.

A discussion of measures to mitigate significant adverse environmental effects, if any.

An examination of existing zoning, plans and other land use controls that apply to the project.

The names of persons thaparticipated in the preparation of the document.

2 The four Trustee Agencies in California listed in CEQA Guideline$3386 are California Department of Fish and
Wildlife, State Lands Commissiortate Department of Parks and Recreation, and University of California
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1.3.2  Mitigation Measures

Per CEQA Guidelines 85041, Authority to Mitigate, a lead agency for a project has authority to

require feasible changes in any or all activities involved in the project in order to sutantially lessen

or avoid significant effects on the environment, consistent with applicable constitutional
OANOGEOAIT AT 6O OOAE AO OEA O1 Agdbbs AT A OO1I OCE bC
14cCcrRepuntnnh OAAAOGEAIT A6 1 AAT O MAABukdessihl mhnaer WithiEd C AAA|
reasonable period of time, taking into account economic, environmental, legal, social, and
technological factors.

If significant impacts are identified, then mitigation measures are adopted to reduce the impact to
less thansignificant levels. Mitigation measures must meet the following criteria:

1 Anessential nexus (i.e., connection) must be established between the mitigation measure and
a legitimate governmental interest.

T 4EA 1 EOGECAOQETT 1 AAOOOA 60 MOk ACE T MARAIOD B G BIEC
There are several forms of mitigation under CEQA (&370). These are summarized below.

1 Avoiding the impact by preservation and maintenance operations during the life of the
action.

1 Minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its
implementation.

1 Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the impacted environment.

1 Reducing or eliminating the impact over time by preservation and maintenance operations
during the life of the adion.

1 Compensating for the impact by replacing, or providing substitute resources for, the
impacted environment(s) having similar functions of equal or greater ecological value.

Avoiding impacts is the preferred form of mitigation measure, followed by mimhizing and rectifying
the impact to less than significant levels. Compensating for impacts would be used only when the
other mitigation measures are not feasible.

Moreover, a lead agency may approve a project even though the project would cause a significa
effect on the environment if the agency makes a fully informed and publicly disclosed decision that:

a) There is no feasible way to lessen or avoid the significant effect.

b) Specifically identified expected benefits from the project outweigh the policy of drcing or
avoiding significant environmental impacts of the project.

14 Incorporation by Reference

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines8150, this IS/MND incorporates by reference all or portions of other
technical documents that are a matter of public record. Those documents either relate to the
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proposed project or provide additional information concerning he environmental setting for the
project. Where all or a portion of another document is incorporated by reference, the incorporated
language considered is described within the text of this IS/MND.

The information contained in this IS/MND (refer toSection 5.0, References) is based, in part, on the
following related technical studies and/or planning documents that include the project site or
provide information addressing the general project area:

9 City of LaCafiadaFlintridge General Plan 2030adopted Januay 22, 2013). The General Plan
is a policy document designed to give lonrgange guidance for decisiormaking affecting the
AOOOOA AEAOAAOAO T &# OEA #EOU8 )OO OADPOAOAT 0O
development as well as its economicogial, and environmental goals.

9 Gty of La CafadaFlintridge Municipal Code.The Municipal Code covers all aspects of
regulations including zoning and various developmentelated requirements for the City of
La CdiadaFlintridge.

15 Organization of Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

This IS/MND is organized to satisfy CEQA requirementsnd includes findings that no significant
environmental impacts would occur when proposed mitigation measures are adopted. The IS/MND
includes the following sectiors:

1 Section 1ntroduction, which identifies the purpose and scope of the IS/MND.

1 Section 2 Environmental Setting which describes location, existing site conditions, land uses,
zoning designations, topography, and vegetation associated with tipeoject site.

9 Section 3,Project Description which provides an overview of the project objectives, a
description of the proposed development, project phasing during construction, and
discretionary actions for the approval of the project.

1 Section 4,Environmental Checklist which presents checklist responses for each resource
topic to identify and assess impacts associated with the proposed project, and proposes
mitigation measures, where needed, to render potential environmental impacts less than
significant, where feasible.

1 Section 5Referenceswhich includes a list of documents cited in the IS/MND.

9 Section 6,List of Preparers which identifies the persons who contributed to preparation of
the IS/IMND, and shows their technical specialties.

1 Section 7, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP), which specifies the
recommended mitigation measures, the implementation stage, and the enforcement agency.
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1.6 Process for Adoption of MND

Prior to MND and proposed project consideration, a Notice of Intent to Agb an MND will be
provided to Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, Agencies with Jurisdiction by Law, and the
public for 30 days to review and comment on the IS/MND.

Approval of the proposed project by the Lead Agency is contingent on adoption of théNBD after
considering agency and public comments. By adopting the IS/MND, the Lead Agency certifies that the
analyses provided in the IS/MND were reviewed and considered by the La Cafiada Unified School
District, and reflect its independent judgment and aalysis.

1.7 Findings from the Initial Study
1.7.1  No Impact or Impacts considered Less Than Significant

The project would have no impact or a less than significant impact on the following environmental
categories listed fromAppendix Gof the CEQA Guidelines:

Agriculture

Air Quality

Energy

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Hydrology and Water Quality
Land Use and Planning
Mineral Resources
Population and Housing
Public Services

Recreation

Tribal Cultural Resources
Utilities and Service Systems
Wildfire

1.7.2 Impacts Considered Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures

Based on IS findings, the project would have a less than significant impact on the following
environmental categories listed inAppendix Gof the CEQA Guidelines when proposed mitigation
measures ae implemented:

Aesthetics

Biological Resources

Cultural Resources

Geology and Soils

Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Noise

Transportation

Technical Studies and other documents, which include supporting information or analyses used to
prepare the IS/MND, areancluded in the following appendices:
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Appendix A
Appendix B1
Appendix B2
Appendix C1
Appendix C2
Appendix D1
Appendix D2
Appendix D3
Appendix E1
Appendix E2
Appendix F
Appendix G
Appendix H1
Appendix H2
Appendix H3
Appendix I11
Appendix 12
Appendix J
Appendix K

Project Plans

Exterior Materials and Landscaping

Shadow Exhibits

Air Quality/GHG Summary

CalEEModnput and Output Data

Arborist Tree Inventory Sheet

Tree Inventory Photo Plate

West Access Road Tree Management Rubric
Cultural Resources Assessment

Historic Evaluation

Geotechnical Investigation Report
Paleontological Records Search

Phase | Environmental Site Assessment
Asbestos Inspection Report

Lead-Based Paint/Ceramic Tile Inspection Report
Noise Technical Summary

Ambient NoiseMeasurement Noise Field Sheets and Data
Traffic Impact Assessment

Information Request Letters and Responses
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

2.1 Project Site

The project site is located on the grounds of the Palm Crest Elementary school camputhe City of
La Cafiada Flintridge in central Los Angeles Counfefer to Figure 2.1-1 through Figure 2.1-3).

4EA #EOUBO

AT AOAI

0l Al
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in Table 2.1-1, and shown inFigure 2.1-4 and Figure 2.1-5. The project site is zoned by theity of
La Gafada Flintridge as Public/Semipublic (PS. The area to the north is zoned as Mixed Ugeeast
is zoned as RL 20,000; west is zoned as Open Spa@@9; and south is zoned as Mixed Use 1.

Table 2.1-1
SUMMARY OF LAND USES AND ZONING

Existing General Plan

Area Land Use Zoning Existing use
. Public/Semi-public Educational and
Palm Crest Elementary School Public (PS) Athletics Eacilities
North Low _Den§|ty Mixed Use 1 Single-Family
Residential Homes
East Very qu Dgnsﬂy R-1 20,000 Single-Family
Residential Homes
West Open Space Open Space (0OS) Vacant Land
South Low _Den§|ty Mixed Use 1 Single-Family
Residential Homes

2.2 Campus History

Padm Crest Elementary School was built in956 on an approximately 9.15acre site The elementary
school serves children in levels Kindergarten through  grade. There are currently 35classrooms
on the project site.Campusmodernization occurred in1997,2001, 2002, and 2009 as detailed below

(LPA, 2017. p. 111)

1 The 1997 Modernization included classrooms, seismic upgrade at all main classroom
buildings (A, B, C & D), new accessible paths and ramps, addition of relocatable classrooms,

site power upgrade (for relocatables), and low voltage systempgrades.

1 The 2001 Modernization included modernization of relocatables including paint, lighting,
paving, casework and sinks.

1 The 2002 modernization included new fire alarm system and renovation of playgrounds.

1 The Multi-Purpose Room was replaced and egpded in 2009.

7046/Palm Crest ES Modernization Project
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Page2-1
July 2020



LA CANADA

X SECTIONZ2.0 - ENVIRONMENTALSETTING X

Figure 2.1-1
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Figure 2.1-2
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Figure 2.1-3
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Figure 2.1-4
GENERAL PLAN LAND USBESIGNATION

7046/Palm Crest ES Modernization Project Page2-5
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration July 2020
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































